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When Count Andrassy, even after the exhaustive exchange of opinions which was entered into concerning this matter, had declared that he was unable to overcome his doubts, he made, on his part, a proposal which defined in different form the fundamental ideas of an agreement equally of a purely defensive nature, and pledged himself to answer for its acceptance and faithful execution.
After mature consideration of this proposal, Prince Bismarck declared that the instructions which were in his possession did not empower him to proceed with the immediate binding conclusion of an agreement on this basis, but that he was ready to negotiate further on the principles laid down by Count Andrassy, in order that a wording might be found which would realize the fundamental ideas and the practical purposes of his original proposal in a form acceptable to both Parties.
As the result of exhaustive negotiations the undersigned later united on the appended draft of an Agreement,2 which they undertake to submit to their Exalted Sovereigns, and, in conformity with their convictions, to recommend to those Most Exalted Personages for Their most gracious approbation.
In witness whereof both have appended their signatures to this Protocol.
Done at Vienna, the 24th day of September, 1879.
Andrassy.                                                       v. Bismarck.
L. S.        .                                                        L. S.
The words following3 should be stricken from the Agreement of the High Contracting Parties, in order that the Most Exalted sanction of the two Sovereigns be not anticipated.
Andrassy.                                       '                v. Bismarck.